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School Admission Arrangements for 2026/27
Published Admission Number: 28 for entry into Reception
Admission criteria
Children with an Education, Health and Care Plan (EHCP) naming Fishburn Primary School will be admitted.
The remaining places will be awarded in the following priority order:
1. Looked after and previously looked after children. This includes children who were previously looked after but immediately after being looked after became subject to an adoption, child arrangements or special guardianship order. It also includes children who appear to the admission authority to have been in state care outside England and ceased to be in state care as a result of being adopted.
A looked after child is a child who is either in the care of a local authority or being provided with accommodation by a local authority in the exercise of its social services functions, as defined in Section 22(1) of the Children Act 1989.
2. Children with brothers or sisters who will be attending the school in September 2026.
3. Children who live within the school’s admission zone.
4. Children with medical grounds or other exceptional circumstances that distinguish them from the great majority of other applicants and who would suffer significant hardship if they were unable to attend the school.
5. Children who live closest to the school, determined by a straight-line measurement from the address point of the child’s home to the address point of the school, using the local authority’s computerised measuring system. Children living closer to the school receive higher priority.
Tie-breaker
If more children qualify under a particular criterion than there are places available, priority will be given to those living closest to the school, as described in criterion 5.
Where two or more applications cannot be separated, for example because applicants live at an equal distance from the school, the local authority’s computerised system will use random selection.
Applying for a Reception place
Eden Academy Trust is the admission authority for Fishburn Primary School. Reception applications are coordinated through the local authority admissions process.
Parents and carers must apply through the local authority where they live. County Durham residents should apply through Durham County Council. Families living outside County Durham should apply through their home local authority, naming Fishburn Primary School as a preference.
Information about applications and the published deadlines is available at:
www.durham.gov.uk/schooladmissions
Admission below compulsory school age and deferred entry
A child is entitled to a full-time place in the September following their fourth birthday.
Parents may defer the date on which their child starts school until later in the school year, but not beyond the point at which the child reaches compulsory school age or beyond the beginning of the final term of the school year for which the offer was made.
Parents may also arrange for their child to attend part-time until later in the school year, but not beyond the point at which the child reaches compulsory school age.
Following receipt of an offer, parents wishing to defer entry or take up a part-time place should notify the school in writing as soon as possible.
Admission outside the normal age group
Parents may request admission outside their child’s normal age group, for example where a child is gifted and talented or has experienced difficulties such as ill health.
Requests should be made in writing to the Headteacher.
The Local Governing Committee will consider each request individually and make its decision in the child’s best interests. It will consider the views of parents, relevant medical and education professionals, and the Headteacher, who has responsibility for the school’s internal organisation, management and control.
Summer-born children
The parents of a summer-born child, i.e. a child born between 1 April and 31 August, may request that the child be admitted outside their normal age group, to the Reception class in the September following their fifth birthday, and that the child will remain in this cohort as they progress through school.
Parents wishing to make this request should submit an application for their child’s normal age group at the usual time. The application to the local authority should include the request, which should also be made in writing to the Headteacher.
The local authority will liaise with the Local Governing Committee. The Committee will consider the circumstances of each case and the child’s best interests, taking account of the views of parents, the Headteacher and relevant medical and education professionals.
Parents will be informed of the outcome before primary National Offer Day.
If the request is agreed, the application for the normal age group may be withdrawn before a place is offered. Parents must then submit a new application through the main admissions round for the following year. Agreement to admission outside the normal age group does not itself guarantee a place.
If the request is refused, parents must decide whether to accept a place in the normal age group or make an in-year application for admission to Year 1 in the September following their child’s fifth birthday.
One admission authority cannot be required to honour a decision made by another authority about admission outside the normal age group. Parents should therefore consider making a request to each of their preferred schools.
Waiting lists
In addition to their right of appeal, unsuccessful applicants will be offered the opportunity to join a waiting list.
The waiting list will be maintained in the order of the published oversubscription criteria, rather than the date on which an application was received or added to the list.
Waiting lists will operate throughout the school year and remain open until the last day of the summer term. Inclusion on a waiting list does not guarantee that a place will become available.
Infant class sizes and multiple births
Infant classes may not normally contain more than 30 pupils with a single qualified teacher, subject to the provisions for excepted children in the School Admissions Code.
Parents whose child is refused a place have a right of appeal. Where applicable, appeals will be considered under the infant class size rules.
The Local Governing Committee will, where logistically possible, admit twins and siblings from multiple births where one child is the last child ranked within the school’s Published Admission Number.
In-year applications
An application may be made for a school place outside the normal admissions round. A child will be admitted where a place is available.
Applications should be made through Durham County Council’s School Admissions Team:
Telephone: 03000 265896
Email: schooladmissions@durham.gov.uk
Website: www.durham.gov.uk/schooladmissions
Where places are available but there are more applications than places, the published oversubscription criteria will apply.
If no place is available, parents may request that their child is added to the waiting list.
Right of appeal
Parents whose child is refused a place have a statutory right of appeal.
Where a place is unavailable, the local authority will make every effort to help parents find a suitable alternative school.
Information about the appeals process is available from Durham County Council’s School Admissions Team:
Telephone: 03000 265896
Email: schooladmissions@durham.gov.uk
Website: www.durham.gov.uk/schooladmissions
Fair Access Protocol
The school is committed to taking its fair share of children who are vulnerable and/or hard to place, as set out in locally agreed protocols. Accordingly, outside the normal admission round the Local Governing Committee is empowered to give absolute priority to a child where admission is requested under any local protocol that has been agreed by both the school and the Local Governing Committee for the current school year.
The Local Governing Committee has this power, even when admitting the child would mean exceeding the published admission number, subject to the infant class size exceptions.
Nursery
Parents of children attending Fishburn Primary School’s Nursery must apply separately for a Reception place through their home local authority.
Attendance at the school’s Nursery does not automatically guarantee a Reception place.
False evidence
The Local Governing Committee reserves the right to withdraw an offer or, where a child has already started attending, the place itself where it is satisfied that the offer or place was obtained by deception, subject to the School Admissions Code.
Definitions
Looked after and previously looked after children
A looked after child is a child who, at the time of application, is in the care of a local authority or is being provided with accommodation by a local authority in the exercise of its social services functions, as defined in Section 22(1) of the Children Act 1989.
A child is regarded as having been in state care outside England if they were in the care of, or accommodated by, a public authority, religious organisation or another provider of care whose sole or main purpose is to benefit society.
Previously looked after children include those adopted under the Adoption Act 1976 or the Adoption and Children Act 2002.
A child arrangements order is an order determining with whom a child is to live under Section 8 of the Children Act 1989, as amended by the Children and Families Act 2014.
A special guardianship order is an order appointing one or more individuals as a child’s special guardian or guardians under Section 14A of the Children Act 1989.
Siblings
A sibling includes a brother or sister, half-brother or half-sister, adopted brother or sister, stepbrother or stepsister, or the child of a parent’s or carer’s partner.
In each case, the children must live in the same family unit at the same address. The responsible parent will hold the child benefit for the children permanently living at that address.
The sibling must be attending the school at the same time as the child applying for admission.
This criterion applies to siblings of compulsory school age and does not include younger siblings attending an attached Nursery setting.
Twins and children from multiple births
A separate application must be made for each child. Parents should indicate on each application that the child has a sibling from the same multiple birth also going through the admissions process.
The school’s arrangements for admitting children from multiple births are set out under “Infant class sizes and multiple births” above.


Distance
Distance is measured in a straight line from the address point of the child’s home to the address point of the school, using the local authority’s computerised measuring system. Children living closer to the school receive higher priority.
Medical grounds and exceptional circumstances
A panel of specialist officers will consider whether the evidence submitted is sufficiently compelling to meet this criterion.
Parents applying under this criterion must provide supporting evidence from a doctor, psychologist or another professional involved with their child.
The evidence must relate specifically to Fishburn Primary School and explain why this school can meet the child’s needs in a way that another school cannot.
Supporting evidence should be sent to the School Admissions Team by the application deadline and include the child’s name and date of birth.
Exceptional social reasons do not include domestic inconvenience arising from parents’ working patterns, childcare difficulties or separation from particular Nursery or school friends.
Medical reasons do not include temporary conditions. The evidence must demonstrate a permanent medical condition requiring provision available at the preferred school only. The Trust Board must be satisfied that the child would suffer to a significant degree if they attended another school.
Further information
These arrangements should be read alongside Durham County Council’s admissions guidance for parents.
For help with the application process, contact:
Durham County Council School Admissions Team
Telephone: 03000 265896
Email: schooladmissions@durham.gov.uk
Website: www.durham.gov.uk/schooladmissions
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